
     

 

 

From Fr. Chris Alimaji Desk: 

Reflections on the Wedding Banquet: 
 

 

 Last week we reflected on the Baptism of the Lord, after which he launched into his public 

ministry.   Beginning the Ordinary Season our reflection today is centered on the Lord carrying 

out a ministry of the miracle of changing water into wine (cf. John 2:1-1).  One could say Mary 

helped to awaken earthly and eternal ministry in Jesus and he realized truly that his hour had 

begun.   This hour would be completed on Calvary.   The people had abundant supply for a 

joyful wedding feast, to the surprise of everyone.  It was testified that this was his first miracle, 

launching him into public spectacle.   Was it meant to tell us that God provides for his people 

even when they are not fully aware or ask?   The details of how it happened are already recorded 

in Scripture.   Let us put them together and decipher what it all means. 

       

    St. Paul’s letter to the Corinthians was about the unity and variety of our spiritual gifts (cf. 1 

Cor. 12:4-11).  Eternal gifts are for the common good, and they build up the community.   Like 

Mary, we also help and encourage each other in putting our gifts and talents to service.   Even 

the earth’s resources, example gas, gold, diamond is not left for individuals alone, but for the 

common good- the common wealth of the nations.  The government does legislate for common 

goods to benefit everyone.   The Church also does legislate on how to use our spiritual gifts to 

benefit others.   The individual may not apply them as one pleases.   We can help to bring out the 

good in one another.   When we all bring out what the Lord has blessed us with, we discover that 

the earth is filled with the goodness of the Lord; and that there is great abundance of resources 

among us.   God has blessed us with abundance and no single person can exhaust them.   They 

are enough for the human family, the Church, and all the earth. 

 

    The context of the wedding is the occasion of the Lord’s first miracle.   It was a context of 

feasting, festival, celebration, abundance, an image of our marriage with our God.   It was a 

foretaste of the heavenly wedding banquet which the Lord sets before us, in which our cups 

would overflow (cf. Ps. 23:5).   We are all invited to the eternal wedding banquet in heaven.   

Jesus used this image of a weddings feast several times in the course of his teaching.   One good 

example was the merchant that called a wedding feast for his son and people were bought in 

from the cross-roads and by-ways.  We must all be prepared to attend the foretaste of the 

wedding banquet every Sunday at least.  At the wedding banquet, the Lord provide juicy wine in 

abundance, to which everyone would be satisfied. 
 


